R262 Rumination for 14th February 2010.

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
A Special Day Today 
The Text: 
We love Him, because He first loved us.
I Jn. 4:19
The Thots:
Intro.: Today is a special day –
A. It is the Day the people of the World Celebrate Valentine’s Day – a day of so-called love!
Nobody knows the true history behind Valentine’s Day. It is based on legends from Various sources.

However, God’s commendation of the Verity of His Love to the world is real, historical and Verified, viz.

1. God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Jn. 3:16
2. God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom. 5:8
3. God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which He loved us

even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ.
Eph. 2:4-6, NRSV
4. Therefore, herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
I Jn. 4:10

· God’s Love is Verily true in that He really loved us and Verified this in sending His only beloved Son
to be punished Vicariously for us, in contrast to Valentine’s love which can only be summed up as Vanity of Vanities, saith the Preacher, Vanity of Vanities; all is Vanity (Eccl. 1:1) when the sun goes down and Valentine’s Day is past and over.
B. It is the Day the Chinese in the World usher in their New Year.

They call it the Year of the Tiger. See a study of this topic at: 

http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/Year%20of%20the%20Tiger%202010.doc
1. The Tiger is not mentioned in the Bible but its other member of the cat family, the lion, is there.
See discussion on this at the URL above.
2. God is not mentioned in the Book of Esther, but His Presence, Power and Protection 
of His People could be detected.

3. The God Whom we worship today is Spirit and cannot be Seen but we know He is present.
Jn. 4:24
a. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
b. By faith he (Moses)…endured, as seeing Him [God] Who is invisible.
Heb. 11:27
c. Therefore, though we cannot see Him, let us in spirit and in faith love and worship Him:

O Savior, precious Savior, Whom yet unseen we love!
O Name of might and favor, All other names above!
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee, and confess Thee Our holy Lord and King.
Fran​ces R. Ha​ver​gal
d. Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him.

Rev. 1:7
· May this Chinese New Year Day remind us of the New Day that will soon Dawn 
when He shall appear [and] we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. 
I Jn. 3:2
C. It is the Day the Church of God Commemorates our Lord.

1. It was the day when the church in Troas came together to break bread.
Acts 20:7
Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread.
2. It was one of four practices which the early church continued steadfastly.
Acts 2:41, 42
Then they that gladly received His word were baptized…and they continued stedfastly 
in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
3. This instruction was delivered to Paul to be delivered to the church to continue steadfastly: 
I Cor. 11:23-26

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread: And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

…For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

· On this special day, may we steadfastly remember the steadfast love of God Whom we do not see but yet we love. Let us Remember Him, love Him and worship Him until the new day dawns and we see Him face to face.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. What is Valentine’s Day to you? While the people of the world are taken up with this day seeking to emphasize their own concept and perception of love, how can you as a Christian take advantage of this to proclaim to them the Love of God for the world? 
You may forward an email to your friends about this.

You may send a Valentine gift or greeting to them and enclose inside a concise and precise message of God’s love.

You may take a person for a special meal and talk to him/her of God’s love.
There are many other creative ways of introducing this love of God for the world to your friends, and even to strangers. 
What are some of the ways you may like to adopt to introduce this divine love to them this week?
REFLECT
2. Chinese New Year celebrations come with the observance of traditions that have been handed down from generation to generation. Some are cultural traditions like greeting your elders and receiving from them red packets, others are like visiting your relations whom you may not have seen for a long time, and in some particular cases, Chinese New Year visits may be the only visits they make to their relatives in the year, etc. 
Other traditions are religious where the members of the family are required to pay respects to their dead ancestors, holding joss-sticks and praying to idols and eating food offered to them. Christian believers in non-Christian homes often face these challenges. If you are such believer, or you come from such a home, how would you react to these challenges? What would you do? Would you do what you are required to do? If you are not in such circumstances, what would you do if you are in such a situation?
REFLECT
